QUESTIONS A

ROUND 1
1.  Who was Roman Emperor at the death of Queen Boudicca?











NERO

2. Which group of the 1970s featured Tommy Iommi on guitar, “Geezer” Butler on bass and Bill Ward on drums?

BLACK SABBATH

3. Who was the first astronaut to go into space twice?
Virgil (Gus) GRISSOM
4.  From which city did Venice plunder the four horses currently guarding St. Mark’s Square?  
CONSTANTINOPLE
ROUND 2
5. On the death of Tennyson, who travelled 60 miles to Balmoral to see Queen Victoria to ask to be made Poet Laureate only to find that she was away?

















William McGONAGALL

6. Which nursery rhyme is said to refer to the Oxford martyrs, Latimer, Ridley and Cranmer?
THREE BLIND MICE
7. Sir Donald Bradman has scored the highest run total in his first 25 Tests. Who has scored the second highest run total in 25 Tests?
Kevin PIETERSEN 
           
8. Which member of the Royal family coxed Cambridge to win the 1950 Boat Race? 
                Anthony ARMSTRONG-JONES (Earl of Snowdon)
ROUND 3




9. In which Cornwall resort did David and Samantha Cameron take their holidays this year?
HARLYN BAY
10. Who wrote the poem On the Death of Dookie, the Royal Corgi?

Sir John BETJEMAN
11. What transgression links Wesley Snipes, John Prescott and Krusty the Clown?











TAX EVASION

12. Jimmy Wales founded which internet encyclopaedia?
WIKIPEDIA

ROUND 4






13. What is the more common name for Hansen’s disease?
LEPROSY
14. Named after an engraver, what is the smallest swan found in or around Britain?
BEWICK’S SWAN
15. Which high street chain of shops makes the Per Una clothing range?     
MARKS & SPENCER                                                                            




16. In the TV comedy series “Red Dwarf”, one character was known as Arnold J. Rimmer. For what, somewhat appropriately, does the “J” stand?

JUDAS 
ROUND 5

17. Jarlsberg cheese comes from which country?
NORWAY
18. ALDEBARAN is the brightest star in which constellation?









TAURUS

19. On 8th July 1965 racecourse starting gates were first used in the UK. On which course were they first used?









NEWMARKET
20. Lady Antonia Fraser is the daughter of which late peer?









Lord LONGFORD

ROUND 6
21.   At the Hungary in 2008, who became the100th different driver to win a Formula 1 Grand Prix race?                   









            Heikki KOVALAINEN
22.  Which type of animal has received the Dicken Medal (the animal V.C.) more than any other? 










PIGEON (32 out of 60) 


23. The impostor Perkin Warbeck threatened the rule of which king?









HENRY VII
24. Which organisation was founded by British lawyer Peter Benenson in 1961?









AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
QUESTIONS B

ROUND 1
1.  Who was Roman emperor at the eruption of Vesuvius which destroyed Pompeii and Herculaneum as described by Pliny?

VESPASIAN
2. Which group of the 1970s-80s featured Mick Jones on guitar, Paul Simonon on bass and Nicky “Topper” Headon on drums?

THE CLASH 
3. From 700 to 1797 the ruler of the City-State of Venice was known by what title?











The DOGE
 

4. Which astronaut holds the record for the greatest time between spaceflights – a timescale of over 35 years?
John GLENN
ROUND 2
5. Beside which bridge does the annual Oxford-Cambridge boat race start?











PUTNEY


6. Which nursery rhyme is said to refer to the execution of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette?


                                                                              


JACK and JILL

7. In the film “The Great McGonagall” the title role was played by Spike Milligan. Who played Queen Victoria?











Peter SELLERS
8. Niklas Zennstrom and Janus Friis founded which Internet telephone company?









  SKYPE

ROUND 3
9. Which Russian oligarch and philanthropist recently quit as governor of the Russian province of Chukotka?

Roman ABRAMOVICH

10.  Only two drivers in the last decade have finished on the podium within their first three Formula One   starts. One is Lewis Hamilton, who is the other?
Robert KUBICA


11. Which genetic disorder results from an extra 21st chromosome?








            DOWN’S SYNDROME
12. Who was offered, but declined, the post of Poet Laureate in 1984 after the death of Sir John Betjeman?










Philip LARKIN

ROUND 4

13. Which sporting event, held in 1984, resulted in Krusty the Clown being declared bankrupt?









The OLYMPIC GAMES

14. Which bowler was hit twice for six at the Riverside by Kevin Pietersen, batting left handed, in a 50-overs one-day international? 
 
          Scott STYRIS









15. Which actress and performer, who died in 1979, was a niece of politician Nancy Astor?










   Joyce GRENFELL 
16. The World’s longest running conservation programme first started in mid-Wales in 1903.

      Which bird was, and is, being conserved?











RED KITE                                                                                  










  


ROUND 5







 
17. In the TV comedy series “Red Dwarf”, what name was given to the ship’s computer?

HOLLY

18. BETELGEUSE is the brightest star in which constellation?
ORION

19.  In the Northern Hemisphere all racehorses have their birthdays on January 1st. On which date do all racehorses in the Southern hemisphere have their birthday?                  











AUGUST 1st

20.  Which department store uses the slogan “Styling the Nation”?











DEBENHAMS

ROUND 6 




 

21. Samsoe is a mild cheese from which country?











DENMARK

22. The Rye House plot was meant to kill which King?











CHARLES II

23.  Seacat Simon was awarded the Dicken Medal in 1949 for an action against the Chinese communists (the only cat ever to be awarded this medal). On board which British warship did this action take place?











HMS AMETHYST

24. John Bird and Gordon Roddick founded which magazine in 1991?











THE BIG ISSUE

